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The consequences of the ongoing and accelerating global climate change will have its most 
severe impact on the world’s poorest countries.   It is correct that the ECE-region is as well 
increasingly hit by unpredictable conditions for rainfed agriculture, and that some parts of our 
continent is starting to experience the process of desertification.    Nevertheless, our relatively 
rich countries in the North have good possibilities to deal with the challenges and compensate 
or find alternatives for the struck populations.   The developing countries in the South on the 
other hand, are tremendously more vulnerable, and already suffering serious consequences of 
desertification and drought caused by climate change.   National food security is severely 
threatened, partly by reduced crops nationally, partly by the rapidly rising prices of food and 
feed on the world market.  Drought, combined with slow economic development, and high 
prices on imports, may reverse positive trends we have seen in many poor countries lately, 
and send national economies into recession.   The cost of imports of basic foodstuffs to the 
world’s 37 Low Income Food Deficient Countries increased 20% only last year, and the 
tendency is continuing.  Spreading social unrest, as has been seen in Mexico, Morocco, 
Mauretania to mention some, is one of the consequences, migration pressure on Europe is 
another. 

UNEC-Europe1 has a strong obligation to get strongly involved in the fight against 
desertification, drought and hunger, both as a key policy maker internationally, a major donor 
to developing countries in Africa and elsewhere, and in our own self interest in a globalized 
world.   In order to reach the MDGs, which really is a minimum of what must be expected of 
the global society, Europe must act, now! 

Today there is a growing recognition among many key players, of the importance of 
recognizing the important role of small scale farmers and pastoralists as providers of national 
food security.  As you know, 70% of Africas poor population lives in rural areas, many in 
drought-prone countries.   They are small scale farmers, nomadic or sedentary herders, forest 
dwellers.   The growing urban populations depend on a well functioning national market of 
food, complemented by imports.  Simultaneously we can observe growing environmental 
damage and pollution due to unsustainable  industrial farming, over-exploitation of soils and 
pasture.   A special effort is needed to boost national food production, without increasing 
negatively the environmental footprint of agriculture and animal husbandry.   Europe must 
contribute through targeted policies towards food security and environmental management.    
Policy reform in the agricultural sector must be supported, and of crucial importance is the 
strengthening of civil society and local democracy.   Only when local population has control 
of local resources and access to functional and fair national markets, will local food 
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production increase in a sustainable way.   For decades pastoralists and subsistence farmers, 
living far from urban centers, been kept without political influence and national priorities.  
Drylands have been perceived as less productive, and less important when it comes to 
biodiversity, and the contribution of these areas to national economies has been poorly 
understood.  The pastoralists knowledge and capacity to adapt to changing climatic conditions 
and maintain ecological balances has been underestimated.  The increasingly difficult 
situation strengthened by climate change and treats to food security, makes it more necessary 
than ever to address these issues.  Systems and coping strategies must come in place that 
allow for increased adaptation to changing conditions, and resilience in food production 
systems.  Land issues, subsidies of farm inputs, infrastructure development (irrigation and 
market access)  and import restrictions are some of the most important elements in such 
policy reform.  Specifically, actions towards climate/weather monitoring and early warning 
systems is important. 

Land rights that ensure access for vulnerable groups to land and other natural resources,  
improved land use through crop rotation and range management,  water management, 
irrigation systems and water harvesting, all these points requires adequate state extension 
systems as well as  formal education in these fields. 

ECE countries should and must do a particular effort in supporting and strengthening the 
UNCCD, which as not received adequate priority for a number of years.    NAPs which has 
been developed by most affected countries, needs funding and political backing from donors.   
The 10 year strategic Plan adopted last year must be supported and promoted, making its 
implementation possible and feasible.  An urgent prerequisite for this is to agree on clear 
indicators of success of the plan. 

I would like to call your attention to the spreading desert around the Aral Sea.  This formerly 
productive lake is now a desert, spreading enormous quantities of dust and salt in the 
atmosphere and surrounding areas.     UNCCD mechanism should be used extensively to 
reclaim this important area. 

We must as well be very aware, that the extraordinary efforts to reduce CO2 emissions from 
rainforests and wetlands may divert funds from ecosystem management towards humid 
forests only, something that will further reduce available funding for drylands management 
and development in semi-arid areas.  

Furthermore, is is critical for Europe to promote and adopt trade policies in bilateral, WTO 
and EU negotiations that will help poor countries to develop strong national food production 
and markets.   Exports of subsidized agricultural products must be eliminated, as well as the 
dumping of EU food on the markets in developing countries.   Developing countries must be 
allowed to design trade policies that protect their national markets and promote national food 
production. 

 


